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MUuGGLETONIAN 
And a ö 


BAPTIST, 


On theſe PRO POSITIONS: 


I. There was no God in Heaven when 
CHRIST JESUS was on this Earth. 


II. GoD became as a Creature, Sin 
excepted. 


III. Gon dyed. 8 
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tntroduthon. 
HE following Pages are a 
1 Defence of certain Propo- 


ſitions, contain'd in the Writings of 
Fohn Reeve, which were taken out 


by a Baptiſt, and aſſerted to be falſe, 


and contrary to the Scriptutes; who 
likewiſe affirm'd that there was not 
a Man in the World who could de- 


fend them; which was the Occaſion 
of what follows; which was utter'd 


before ſome Hundreds of People, 
who met to hear the Conference. 1 


thought it better to commit my De- 
fences of the Propoſitions into the 


Method in which, they now are than 


to write them as they were {ſpoke 


Extempore, even if I could have re- 
memberd them exactly: However, 
I have vary'd but little, added but 

a 2 little 
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little, and left little out. They who 
were preſent may recollect that the 
Anſwer that was then made to what I 
advanc'd conſiſted of ſome Quotations 
from Scripture, which were intended to 
prove, That there was a God in Hea- 
ven diſtin& from Chriſt - To which 
I reply'd, that I acknowledged thoſe 
Texts to be true, and that they relate 
to Chriſt, 1 in the State of the Father ; 

and I then proceeded to ſhew the 
Truth of my Aſſertion by producing 
thoſe Paſſages from the Scriptures, 
which make Chriſt and the Father 
one: I likewiſe obſerved that the 
Scriptures are not reconcileable upon 
any other Hypotheli is but that of 
Chriſt Jeſus being the very God: 1 
alſo ſaid that God witneſſed to the 
Truth of himſelf being both God and 

Chriſt, when he condelcended to talk 
to his Creatures; which Expreſſion 
occaſion'd a little Laugh, and this 
Queſtion was ask'd upon it, Did ever 


N 
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any one hear before of God's talking 
to his Creatures? Which Ignorance 
in them aroſe from their not knowing 
that Chriſt was that Word which was 
made Fleſh, and, as the Scripture ſays, 
that Word was God And when Jeſus, 
after his Reſurrection, appear d to the 
Eleven on a Mountain in Galilee, he 
ſaid, All Power is given unto me iu 
Heaven and in Earth, Matt. Chap. 
xxvili. Ver. 18. 

I think the Preſervation of theſe 
Texts in the Mind neceſſary for Be- 
lievers that they may not be ſuddenly 
drawn to think, with the World, that 
there is any Abſurdity in the three 
following Propoſitions. 


Firſt, There cas no God in Heaven 
enben CHRIST JESUS ws on this 
Earth. 

Secondly, God became as a Crea- 
ture, Sin excepted. 

Thirdly, Cod dyed. 
| * Theſe 
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Theſe Truths of God's Exiſtence 
are in his ſacred Records, and are not 
to be known but by his Spirit; and 
where that is not they will be as Stum- 
bling- blocks. As the Knowledge of 
God's Exiſtence in Heaven, and while 
on Earth, is contain'd in the Know- 
ledge of theſe Propoſitions, (which is 
of the higheſt Importance to Man- 
Kind, it being no leſs than eternal Life, 
as the Scripture aſſures us, 10 kyow the 
true God,) I hope it will be a Motive 
{uſhcient to produce an nmpartial 


__ 


PR O- 


PRO POSITION the 1ff. 


There was no God in Heaven when CHRIST 
J ESUS was on this Earth. 


PROPOSITION the 29. 


God became as a Creature, Sin excepted. 


PROPOSITION the 3d. 
Cod dyed. 


HE Inferences which are drawn 
ER from theſe Propoſitions, by the 
T \8ZZ ObjeRor, are, fir/?, That we deny 
the Father. 2d/y, That if God 
| was a Creature he was finite, fo 
— not God. *34ly, That if God 
dyed, then there was no God in Heaven or 
on Earth, _. 
As the Ideas which the Objectors annex 
0 theſe Propoſitions ariſe from a falſe Foun- 
n dation, 


dation, if I temove the Cauſes of thoſe Tdeas;. 
then the Propoſitions will hold good, and 
thoſe falſe Ideas, and the Inferepees drawn A 
from them, will fall to the Ground. * 

I will previouſly obſerve to that Part of 
the World call'd Religioniſts, that they jointly 
acknowledge the Exiſtence of one God, 
whatever Demonſtrations they go by, but 
the Mode of his Exiſtence is the principal 
Subject of Diſpute among them, and which, 
I believe, will continue as ſuch to the End of 
the World: That the World by Wiſdom 
knows-not God can not be underſtood of his 
Exiſtence only, but of the Mode of his 
Exiſtence ; and as the Knowledge of his 
Mode of Exiſtence is the Effect of Reve- 
lation, it is evident that it can not be attain'd 
but thro' God's Aſſiſtance; and that Know- 
ledge is contain d in a Demonſtration of the 
following Propoſitions: 


be war 100 God i Besen mbar 
CHRIST JESUs was on Earth. 


2d. God became as a Creature, Sin excepted. 
3d. God dhed. 


On theſe Propoſitions ariſes the De- 
monſtration of the Manner in which God 
was a Father, in which a Son, and in which 
the Holy Ghoſt. If I can ſhew how. God is 
2 Father, how a Sen, and how the ' Holy 
Sboſt, 


(9) 
Ghoſt, without dividing the Eſſence or con- 
founding the Terms, I ſhall- gain my Point, 
and the Argument will be at an End. The 
firſt Propoſition in Natural Religion is, That 
there is one God; ſo the Unity of God is a 
Part of both Natural and Reveal'd Religion 
rightly underſtood. All Men, who have un- 
dertaken the Proof of the Exiſtence of one 
God, have proceeded on Obſervations made on 
ſenſible Objects; and tho they unanimouſly 
agree that the Eſſence and Mode of his 
Exiſtence, are abſtracted from all ſenfible 
Ideas, yet they as unanimouſly agree that 
the Knowledge of his Exiſtence, and of his 
Attributes, is to be acquir'd by me Ora 
of Senſe. This is all that is neceflary to be 
offer'd from the Province of Reaſon; for if 
Reaſon proceeds any farther than the Know- 
ledge of the Exiſtence of God, he wades out 
of his Depth. Now we have arrived thus 
far by the Uſe of our Rational Faculties, we 
muſt have Recourſe for farther Diſcoveries 


to Revelation; for Reaſon is here at his 


Journey's End. As the Exiſtence of one 
God is the Foundation of all Natural Re- 
ligion, the Divine Being was pleaſed to make 


the Knowledge of the Mode of his Exiſtence. 


the Foundation of all Spiritual Religion. 
Here we enter into the Province of Faith; 
What I have already offer'd ſhews how una- 
nimous the wiſer Part of Men are in the Ac- 
| B know- 


** 
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kaowledgment! of God's Exiſtence and his 
Unity: And great is the Abſundity which 
ariles from a Suppoſition of two or more 
ſuch ſelf- exiſtent intelligent Agents. 
I now proceed to ſhew that God was 
Creator and Father, Son and Redeemer, but 
in different Reſpedts. | 1 
- Moſes having diſcover'd by Revelation 
from God that the Almighty was a Being i in 
the Form or Image of Man, according to 
theſe Words, In the Image of God made be 
Man, he goes. on in his aſpire Strain, de- 
hvering his Meſſage to Pharacb, and faying 
to him I am hath ſent me. Here it is plain 
there is one Father, not two Fathers: And 
Tſaiah tells us the Love which this Father 
bore to his People in theſe expreſs Words, 
Ze are my Witneſſes, ſaith the Lord, and "my 
Servants whom I have choſen, that ye may 
know and believe me, and underſtand that J 
am he : Before me there was no God form'd, 
neither ſhall there be after me. I, even I, am 
the Lord; and befide me there is no Saviour; 
Chap. lxiv. Ver. 10, 11. From theſe Words 
it is plain that, to effect their Redemption, 
there was a Neceſlity for bim to become a 
Son ; for by becoming a Son he became their 
Redeemer : And when all the Prophecies : 
which are contain'd in the Old Teſtament 

became fulfilled in him, when he was born 

of a Virgin, by that great Change he was a 

Son 


(ut ] 

Son and a Redeemer ; and tho' he was the 
very God, yet in the Condition that he was 
in, they would not have reſpect to him as 4 
Creator and a Father, but, ſuitable to that 
State, they regarded him only as Son and 
Redeemer : For God as Father has reſpect to 
himſelf as in the State of a Creator ; and 
God as a Son has reſpe& to himiclf as a Re- 
deemer ; and God as Holy Ghoſt has reſpeR 
to himſelf as a Sanctifyer: And. if we do not 
keep theſe different reſpects in our Minds di- 
ſtinctly, we ſhall not only confound the Terms, 
but be liable to divide the Eſſence. 

I think what I have already offer d is a ſuffi 
cient Proof of the Title of Father having 
Relation to Chriſt Jeſus when he was in the 
State of Creator, and of the Title of Son 
having Relation to him as a Redeemer, and of 
the Title of Holy Ghoſt having Relation to 
him as a Sandliſyer: So here is a Trinity 
which creates no confuſed Ideas, but preſents 
to us a clear Idea of one perſonal God, who 
is a Father and Creator, a Sen and Redeemer, 
Holy Ghoſt and Sandtifyer :. which are three 
glorious Titles centring in the Divine Perſon - 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt in his threefold 
Appearances or Manifeſtations of himſelf 
according to Scripture-Records ; which fully 
Prove that the Holy One of 1/rael, the God of 
Abrabam, Tſaac, and Jacob, is one identical 


Perſon, and not two or three, as moſt 
Chriſtians 


| 
| 
: 
1 


| * 
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Chriſtians ignorantly imagine. All, ſince 
the Time of Moſes and the Prophets, who 
believed in their Declarations, did expe& the 
= Jebovab to fulfil his own Prophecies in 
is own Perſon, in becoming a Creature or a 
Son by taking on him the Seed of the Wo- 
man, that he thereby might bruiſe the Ser- 
nt's Head, as he had promiſed in this Say- 
ing, Iwill put Enmity between the Seed of the 
Woman and the Seed of the Serpent ; and, that 
we may not be ignorant of what is meant 
by the Seed of the Woman, the Creator de- 
clard that he would not take on him the 
Nature of Angels, but the Seed of Abrabam: 
So was he call'd a Man of Sorrows, a Son, 
a Saviour, the everlaſting Father, the mig 
God, Immanuel, which is, God with us : This 
is the Language of the Prophets, as of n 
and others. 
Whoever hath the Knowledge of the Mind 
of God, contain'd in the written Records, 
will undoubtedly perceive what is meant by 
that Saying in Scripture, Great is the Myſtery 
of God, manifeſting himſelf in Fleſh : And it 
will ever remain a Myſtery to the Natural 
Man, who cannot conceive how the Creator 
of all Forms ſhould condeſcend to leave his 


glorious Throne that he might become a 


Creature himſelf, and ſubject himſelf to his 
own Divine Power, with which he had in- 
veſted Mo ofes and Elias, to fulfil the Prophecies, 


and 


OO fn 
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and that Saying, I will give my Angels Charge 
concerning thee ; which Charge was given by 
him while he was in the State of a Father, 


and had Relation to himſelf when he ſhould 


come into the State of a Son: and when he 
ſaid he thought 2? uo Robbery to make bimſelf 
equal with God, he faid it becauſe he had 
humbled himſeX to his own Power, or De- 
cree, which he made when in the State of a 
Creator or Father, As this Knowledge of 
the Divine Being (which he has been pleaſed 
to manifeſt of himſelf, and which is the 
Knowledge of the Mode of his Exiſtence) | 
is wholly out of the Reach of the Natural 

Man, and belongs only to the Man of God, 
or the Seed of Faith, who are the ſpiritual 
Men capable to be made wiſe to Salvation, 


and they only, they conſequently are capable 


above other Men to fee the perfect Harmony 


of the Doctrine of the Holy One of Yael 


being Father by Creator, Son by Redemption, 
and Holy Ghoſt by Santification: Herein only 
are the Scriptures reconcileable, without con- 
founding the Terms or dividing the Eſſence. 
This is the Manifeſtations» of the Mode of 
Exiſtence of One God under three Titles ; 
which 1s ſuitable to his Appearance under his 
different Diſpenſations, according to that 


_ Scripture which faith There are three that bear 


Record in Heaven, the Father, the Word, and 
the Spirit, and theſe three are One: And there 


are 


* 


jag, * 
are thret that bear Record on Earth, the Na. 
ter, Blood, and Spirit, and theſe three agree 
in one.  Moſes's Commiſſion was the Com- 
miſſion of Water, and he bore Record of 
God to Abrabam that he was the Crea- 
tor and Father: The Commiſſion of the 
Apoſtles was the Commiſſion of Blood, and 
they bore Witneſs of that Word, (which was 
the Creator and Father) when it became Fleſh, 
being a Son and Redeemer : John Reeves's 
Commiſſion was the Commiſſion of the 
Spirit, and bore Record or Witneſs. of the 
Lord Teſus Chriſt being that Holy Ghoſt or 
Spirit: So as Father, Word, and Spirit, are 
three Titles, there are three Commiſſions 
which bear Teſtimony thereof: The firſt, 
bore Teſtimony of God before he became 
Fleſh that he was the Father, the ſecond, bore 
Teſtimony after he became Fleſh that he was 
the Word or Son, and the third, bore Teſti- 
mony that, aſter he had riſen and aſcended 
into Heaven, he was the Holy Ghoſt or Spirit, 

of whom it is ſaid, T am ALPHA and OMEGA 
the. ,t and the laſt ; Jam he that was dead, 

and am now alive for evermore. This is the 
Trinity in Unity, that is, a Trinity of Names 
or Titles worthy the Divine Being, as being 
a Creator and Father in one reſpect, a Son 
and Redeemer in another reſpect, a Holy Gh 
and San#ifyer in a third reſpect; which nei- 


ther confound the Terms nor divide the 
Eſſence; 


— — 


| 


— 
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Eſſence; for Which Reaſon there Þ norhing 
in the Doctrine to ſhake our Faith. 

By this Time, I ſuppoſe, the Mode of 
God's threefold Exiſtence appears from what 
I have'faid, agreeable to Revealed Religion, 
and not inconſiſtent | with Reaſon : Since 
therefore I have removed the Stumbling-blocks 
which lay in the Way, I may ventute to ſay 
that the three Propoſitions which I under- 
took to defend are obvious to an impartial 
Enquirer. When we fay, God died, we do 
not ſay he died as a Creater or a Father, but 
as a Son: 2dly, When we ſay God became a 
Creature, we mean no more than that God 
in becoming a Son became like us, Sin ex- 
cepted * * 3dly, When we ſay there was no 
God in Heaven when Jeſus Chriſt was on 


this Earth, we do not mean that the Power 


of God was not there, but that his Perſon 
was not: So the Inferences which are drawn 
againſt us that, by theſe Propoſitions, we 
deny the Father, that we make him finite, 
and thereby deny his being God, and that by 
making him die we deſtroy his very Exiſtence, 
theſe Inferences, I ſay, all vaniſh ; and what 
I have faid opens a Way to the eaſy appre- 
hending the Conſiſtency of a Trinity in 
Unity ; which is diſcover'd by the threefold 
Manifeſtation of the great God of Heaven, 
which neither confounds the Terms nor di- 


_ vides the Eſſence, 


Now 


. F; 


ARE 
- Now let. FO which Hypotheſis a 
80 conliſtent with the Unity of God, 
that which neither confounds the Terms, nor 
divides the Eſſence, or that which makes a 
ſecond Perſon in the Trinity co- equal and 
co- eternal with God? No one ſutely can 
think it more abſurd that the eternal God 
ſhould become a Son and redeem us, than 
that a ſecond Perſon, who they ſay is God, 
ſhould do it. 

I think I have faid all that is neceſſary for 
the Support of my Argument: And I am 
inclin'd to believe that what I have advanced 
will ſtand like a Rock not to be ſhaken, 
it being impoſſible to prove a Trinity in 
Unity on any other Hypotheſis: No other 
Doctrine of a Trinity can be Tonfiſtent with 
the Unity of God, or with the Scriptures ; 
and no — * can be advanced without con- 


founding the Terms, and dividing the Eſſence. 


The E N D. 


